Discovering the Birds
Discovery activity sheet

BIRDS BENEFICIAL BEAKS
As we explored in the video, birds have different shaped beaks because they eat different things
and collect food in different ways. Each bird’s beak is specialised to help them in particular ways!
We thought it would be a great idea to do an experiment to discover which beaks work best for
collecting and eating different things. Follow along with us below!

What you’ll need:
Here’s a list of the things you’ll need for the experiment. Don’t worry if you don’t have exactly the same
things – you might like to grab things that look similar, or just what you have in your home or classroom:
-

Pliers
Clothes peg
Small measuring scoop
Spoon
Tweezers

-

Scissors
Nuts in their shell
Gummy worms or lolly
snakes
Rice

-

MnM’s
Marshmallows
A bowl of water
A small bowl of sugar

What to do:
1. Place your rice in a bowl of water and your gummy lollies in the bowl of sugar. Mix the lollies into the
sugar.
2. Lay all the other foods out in small piles ready for testing.
3. Your tools (pliers, peg, measuring cup, spoon, tweezers and scissors) represent different bird beaks.
Using your tool, test if each tool is able to pick up the different types of food (nuts, lolly worms and
snakes, rice, MnM’s, marshmallows) and crunch it up. Remember, your tool is the beak and you have to
feel the bird.
4. Use the table below to record your observations. Give each food/tool combination a score out of 10 of
how well it ‘eats’.
5. Can you think of any birds that the tools might represent? Take a look on the next page for some clues!
Observation Table:

Food

Tool

Gummy
Worms/Snakes
Rice
MnM’s
Marshmallows
Nuts

Pliers

Peg

Measuring Spoon
Scoop

Tweezers

Scissors

What do my answers mean?
As you test each tool or beak, you’ll notice differences in how well you can pick up and munch through each
food. You might find that that the sharp scissors can tear through almost everything but aren’t able to crack
through the shell of the nut. Similarly, you mightn’t be able to use the scissors to pick up the grain of rice in
the water, but with some other tools you can!
Our results tell us that each beak is specialised to be able to eat different things! Check out the pictures
below to discover how birds’ beaks vary to allow them to eat different things.
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TYPE

SPECIALISATION

Tweezers

Insect eaters like thornbills, robins and wrens have thin pointed
bills. These are similar to your tweezers.

Shredder

Birds of prey like eagles, hawks and owls have sharp, curved
bills for tearing meat.

Knife

Birds like crows, magpies and kookaburras have multipurpose
beaks that allow them to eat insects, fruit, meat, seeds, fish
and other animals.

Chisel

Treecreepers and woodpeckers have beaks that are long and
chisel like for boring into wood to find insects.

Strainer

Some water birds such as ducks and spoonbills have long
and flat bills that allow them to strain small plants and animals
from the water.

Probe

Honeyeaters and other nectar eating birds have long slender
beaks for probing nectar that is hidden away in flowers.

Spear

Birds like herons and kingfishers have spear like bills
specialised for fishing.

Cracker

Seed eaters like cockatoos and galahs have thick strong
beaks for cracking seeds and other hard cased fruit.

