
 

 

 

Ratites – a group of flightless birds 

Cassowaries, emus, ostriches, kiwis and rheas all belong to a group of flightless birds 
called the ratites. Fathers from this group of birds are hands-on dads! But it’s not just 
the ratite family that can claim all the cool child-caring bird-dads. There are many other 
species where dads play an important role in caring for their young, including the grey-
headed albatross and the namaqua sandgrouse. 

What does a cassowary father do? 

 

He sits on the female’s eggs 
for around 50 days. He must 
roll each dark green half-kilo 
egg over up to 4 times a day 
to keep it warm. Once 
hatched, the dads will look 
after their offspring and teach 
them how to survive in the 
wild for up to 18 months. 
 

 

Match the species to role the male actively plays in parenting 
There are many species of bird where the male partner plays an active role in caring for 
his young. Keeping the eggs warm in the nest while they are getting ready to hatch is 
essential in keeping the bird babies alive. Some of these bird-dads do all the sitting and 
others share this job with the female. Another very important role of a bird-parent is 
getting the baby birds ready to survive in the wild. Some of the father-birds below take 
this job very seriously.  

Can you match the birds below with the role the male takes in parenting?  

One of the birds is not a ratite. Can you guess which one? 

 

 

 Cassowaries and Other Hands-on Bird-dads 
Discovery Activity Sheet 



 

 
Kiwi 
 

 
Emu 
 

 
Rhea 
 

 
Ostrich 
 

 
Emperor penguin 
 

These ‘cool’ dads can balance an egg on 
their feet for two months through winter. 
They hang out with all the other dads to 
keep themselves and their ‘pouched’ eggs 
warm for around 64 days until the chicks 
hatch. 
 
 
 
The male sits on the eggs for 75 to 85 days 
until they hatch. After it’s born, the chick 
will be with its dad for around 20 days. 

 

 

 

These birds live in groups. All of the 
group's hens (i.e. mums) place their eggs 
in the dominant hen's nest. The 
dominant mum and dad take turns 
incubating the giant eggs. 

 

 

This dedicated dad will sit solo on up to 80 
eggs in one enormous nest. Once they 
begin to hatch, he is kept very busy as 
they all hatch within 36 hours!  

 
 

 

These fathers incubate the eggs for about 
seven weeks without drinking, feeding, 
pooing, or leaving the nest. The chicks 
stay with dad for about four months, 
until they are able to eat on their own. 
 
 
 
 



 

    Bird Dads 

ANSWERS 

 
Kiwi 
 

 
Emu 
 

 
Rhea 
 

 
Ostrich 
 

 
Emperor penguin 

 
The male sits on the eggs for 75 to 85 days 
until they hatch. After it’s born, the chick will 
be with its dad for around 20 days- Kiwi. 
 
 
 

 

 

These fathers incubate the eggs for about 
seven weeks without drinking, feeding, 
pooing, or leaving the nest. The chicks 
stay with dad for about four months, 
until they are able to eat on their own- 
Emu. 

 

 

This dedicated dad will sit solo on up to 80 
eggs in one enormous nest. Once they 
begin to hatch, he is kept very busy as 
they all hatch within 36 hours! - Rhea  

 

 

These birds live in groups. All of the 
group's hens (i.e. mums) place their eggs 
in the dominant hen's nest. The 
dominant mum and dad take turns 
incubating the giant eggs- Ostrich. 

 

 
 
These ‘cool’ dads can balance an egg on 
their feet for two months through winter. 
They hang out with all the other dads to 
keep themselves and their ‘pouched’ eggs 
warm for around 64 days until the chicks 
hatch- Penguin


