
 

 

Bats – friends or foes?                                        

When you think of bats, what images do you conjure up? Halloween? Spooky 

caves? Blood-suckers? Smelly, pesty, noisy masses munching up all our fruit? Bats 

sometimes get a bad rap! And it’s not fair! When we dive into the world of bats we 

can find some interesting bat-facts and also discover that bats play an important 

role in our ecosystems.  

 

First up - a few Bat Facts 

 There are many different species of bats, over 90 of which of can be found in 

Australia. 

 Not all bats live in caves or fruit trees! They can be found in all sorts of trees, 

mountains, deserts, rock crevices, barns and rooftops. 

 Bats have diverse diets. Only a few species are blood-suckers; for example the 

hairy-legged vampire bat (Diphylla ecaudata), found in Mexico and South and 

Central America, mainly feeds on the blood of wild birds. Many other species of 

bats eat insects, frogs, and lizards, while others feed on nectar, pollen, seeds 

and fruit.  

 

Megabats vs microbats 

 Flying foxes, like you might see in fruit or native trees around your town from 
time to time are megabats and belong to the one family, Pteropodidae. 
 

 Flying foxes are the largest bats in the world weighing up to 1000 grams and 
with wing spans up to 1.7meters. 
 

 Microbats, like Tiny the Lesser long-eared bat, weigh about 10grams.  
 

 Microbats use echolation to find their food in the dark. Megabats, like flying 
foxes, use their well-developed eyesight and sense of smell to locate food. 
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    Giving Bats a Good Rap 

 

Bats aren’t pests – they are helpful! 

 Flying foxes are important pollinators. Their favourite foods are native 

pollen, nectar and fruit from plants such as eucalyptus and banksia. They are 

happy flying long distances to find their food and this means that they can 

spread pollen and seeds of Australian native plants over large distances. 

 

 Bats help farmers. Insect loving microbats helpfully eat pests such as Cotton 

bollworm moths, which destroy crops. 

 

SOME BATTY ACTIVITIES 

Create a Good Rap or Poem about Bats 

Instead of giving bats a bad rap, let’s celebrate them! Using the information 

provided and perhaps some other information from your own research, write a 

poem or rap song about how cool and clever bats are. Here are some words to get 

you started: 

food   good   pollinate   pollen   seeds   good deeds   nectar   protector 

 

Write your poem/rap here – 4 to 8 lines should do the trick! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    Giving Bats a Good Rap 

What’s the difference? 

Research and list the similarities and differences between two species of Australian bats, the grey-

headed flying fox and the Lesser long-eared bat. You might look at size, eating habits, habitat 

(where they like to live), and special abilities. Jump on the internet or find a book to research your 

answers! The Australian Museum Website has some great factsheets and other cool resources: 

type ‘bats’ into the search bar at australianmuseum.net.au . 

 

Grey-headed Flying fox Lesser Long-eared bat 

 

 

 

How are the two species alike? e.g. they are both bats! 

 

 

 

How are they different? e.g. one’s mega, the other is micro 

 

 


